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 LEGO® robotics teams from across region receive awards at state championships. 

January 11, 2016: Oregon Robotics Tournament & Outreach Program (ORTOP) is pleased to 
announce the awards received by teams at the fifteenth annual Intel® Oregon FIRST® LEGO 
League Championship Tournaments, presented by Rockwell Collins, held on January 9-10, 
2016 at Liberty High School in Hillsboro.  This event brought together 119 teams from across 
the state and region who have excelled in the FIRST LEGO League (FLL) pre-engineering 
program, which helps young students explore technical fields and careers at an early age.  

“Intel is a proud supporter of the Intel Oregon FIRST LEGO League Championship 
Tournaments—and has been since the inception of the program—because students learn to 
solve problems through creative solutions while getting hands-on experience in the possibilities 
of science, technology, engineering and mathematics," said Jill Eiland, Intel's Northwest Region 
Public Affairs Director. "Supporting and growing future talent in those areas is critical to the 
continued economic prosperity of Oregon and the U.S.” 

With the help of its sponsors and their employees, ORTOP has offered FLL for the last 15 years. 
Each team of 9-14 year olds constructed and programmed their LEGO robot to compete on 
various robot missions, presented research on this year’s theme, and demonstrated their work 
to three panels of judges.  The theme for this season was “TRASH TREK!” which prompted 
each team to tie their interest in LEGO robots to a contemporary issue.  This year each team 
develops an innovative solution for reducing, reusing or recycling.  In December 2015, over 
3000 students on over 450 teams participated in qualifying tournaments in our region, the top 
25% competed at this weekend’s championships.   

First place for the Intel Oregon Champion’s Award, the most prestigious award of the 
competition, went to two co-champions: Epic Pineapples from Portland and KitKats 4.Awesome 
from Beaverton. This award goes to the teams who are strongest in three categories: robot 
design, the research project, and core values. Based on random selection Epic Pineapples has 
the opportunity to attend the FLL World Festival to be held in St. Louis, Missouri in April and the 
KitKats will be invited to an Open Competition at LEGOLAND California in May. In addition to 
top awards, teams received many impressive category awards made possible by Oregon 
sponsors.  For a list of the awards received by teams from Camas, Washington to Mt. Shasta, 
California go to www.ortop.org/fll/ctawards.htm.  

http://www.ortop.org/fll/ctawards.htm
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The Epic Pineapples research project focused on how to keep food waste out of Landfills. Team 
member Aashvi Busa said, “Our proudest moment was presenting a petition with over 2000 
signatures asking Washington County to start a composting service to eliminate food waste in 
landfills.”  The title of Team KitKats 4.Awesome research project was “REFUSING Single-use 
Plastics.”  Team member Kavya Ravishankar said “I am most proud of creating ‘EcoMinder’, a 
fully functional working prototype of a reminder system that we created to reduce the 
consumption of single-use plastics.”   

Bruce Schafer, ORTOP’s Executive Director, said “Congratulations to all team members and 
coaches for the many hours preparing for and participating in this weekend’s tournaments. 
Tremendous thanks to our title sponsor, Intel, to all our corporate and community sponsors, 
and to the hundreds of tireless coaches and volunteers who have helped thousands of students 
discover their interests in technology.” 

ORTOP thanks its generous sponsors for this event, including Intel, the title sponsor; Rockwell Collins, 
the presenting sponsor; Google/Tides Foundation and Garmin, platinum sponsors; BPA, IBM, phtech, 
Vernier, gold sponsors; ONAMI and Timbercon, silver sponsors; as well as all its supporting 
community sponsors and volunteers.  Thanks to the generosity of these sponsors, nearly 30% of this 
year’s teams received a financial support to help them get started or to continue their participation. 
 
For more information on the program go to www.ortop.org/fll. 
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