Check list for Introductory Workshop, 2005

· Copies of Slides

· Copies of RCX Basics slides

· Copies of the FLL Team Creed

· Attendance sheet with clipboard and pen. 

· Volunteer information sheet to be filled out at the end of the workshop

· Lego kits

· Computers

· Projector

· Extension cords and power strips

· RingerBot

· Arctic Challenge

· Optional: Full field set-up kit from a past challenge

· Video of past competition on tape or CD or laptop.  The instructor’s laptop has two videos.  I don’t have the laptop in front of me so I can’t give the exact path.  You should be able to find them by starting in the rswanson directory on the C: drive.

· Carts to transport kits and computers

· Food

· Plates, cups, napkins

5/3/2005:  I talked to Connie Hays today, who is our contact for the workshops at Salmon Creek Elementary.  She has been through the workshops at the WSU campus, so her input as a rookie was interesting.  She was asking if we would be bringing along a complete table layout with robot to demonstrate for the attendees at the workshop.  She didn’t feel that she got a good enough feel for the tournament part.  She didn’t see the video, which I played while people were coming in.  We did have a NO LIMITS setup in the back of the room, but we didn’t really go over it with people to give them an idea on what the challenges are like.  You don’t get quite that information in watching the video.

So, given the discussion I had with here, here are my thoughts on what we should do in the workshops:

· Bring along RingerBot as an example of a real robot that is a more complicated than what they build in the workshop and is also capable of doing real missions on a challenge.

· Bring along the Arctic Challenge mat and do the instrument delivery mission to show what a real robot is capable of doing.  Unless someone has reprogrammed RingerBot, you want to run program 3.

· Show a video of a real tournament.  Use either the City Sights or Mission Mars.  Actually show it during the workshop instead of just while people are coming in.  It would be best to show it at the end of the lecture before the break to do hands on.  It is at most 5 minutes, and it should have some narration from the workshop leader to describe some of the important points.  I haven’t really paid attention to it for a while, so it’s possible that the important points can be covered in less than the 5 full minutes of the video.  This gives them the real feel of going to a tournament.

· Bring along a complete field setup kit so that they can see in person what a challenge playing field looks like.  This is more work, and it may not be feasible at every venue, if there is not enough space to set it up on a table.  I say it is optional, but I’m going to do that at a workshop in Vancouver this week or next to see how it goes.  Not clear whether to do this at the Introductory Workshop or at the Coaching/Mentoring Techniques Workshop.

